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DIRECTOR'S ROLES

Samson Education Trust Fund board

of trustees is responsible to oversee

the management and administration

of the Samson Education Trust Fund

for the benefit of the members of the

Samson Cree Nation in accordance

with the mission and objectives. The

board of Trustees is responsible for

informing the growth of the programs

offered to Samson Cree Nation

members by distributing an annual

report. 

The overall purpose of the Trust is to

promote education through trust

grants for the long term benefit of

the Samson Cree Nation and it’s

members.
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C H I E F S  
M E S S A G E
Tansi Nitohtemtik,  

 

Welcome Everyone. I would first like to say Congratulations

to all our students on completing another school year!

Whether you’re just beginning your education journey or

completing your post-secondary studies, hats off to your

tremendous efforts and achievements! With the creation of

MESC, this is a historic time for the Maskwacis Cree.  

 

Every June, Chief and Council looks forward to celebrating

with our graduates because every year our number of

Kindergarten, Middle School, High School, Trades and Post-

Secondary graduate’s participating in the annual SETF

Awards Ceremony increases.  

 

I’d like to honor and acknowledge our past SETF Board of

Trustees for all their wonderful work. The trust fund has

grown for the last several years through the great work of

previous Boards and Chairs. It’s grown to a healthy state for

the Nation members and we’ll continue on to fund students

in Post Secondary Students and high school in addition to

trades. Also we will continue to send our students on their

trips. Students travelled to Europe, China, Costa Rica, and

New York,  I’m very proud of how SETF continues to support

the efforts of our students.  

 

Also I want to acknowledge Samson Chief and Council for

giving us the opportunity to begin growing the newly

established Elders and Adult Disabled Trust Fund with the

deposit of $3 Million that SETF will nurture and grow until it

can be split off  to be its own trust fund for the Elders and

Disabled Adult. $3 million was deposited in the Winter of

2017; the revenues will be given to the Elders Department in

the creation of a new Elders and Adult Disabled Department

that will fund programs for our Elders. 

 

Yours in Education,  

V E R N O N  S A D D L E B A C K
C H I E F ,  S A M S O N  C R E E  N A T I O N
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It gives me great pleasure to represent Samson Education Trust Fund as the Chair for
2017-18. First and foremost, I would like to take the opportunity to congratulate the
graduates from current and past year and give appreciation to a job well-done. May those
successes and completion of educational endeavors continue throughout the pursuits
each of you endure over your lifetime.  
 
As we are moving forward, SETF has taken on another perception of Education: that of
“Life-long Learning”. Our former Leaders, under direction and guidance of our Elders,
have made past contributions that ensure the Samson Cree Nation members receive
continued benefits today. That guidance provides for their future and we are able to see
their vision coming to fruition. With that in mind, the Board has sought a positive direction,
one that promotes the success to those who are achieving their educational aspirations.
Recognition of these successes  will have a good outlook towards the next seven
generations. 
 
This year, SETF through the Chair and our Board of Directors have taken on an additional
role. The directive of the fund was to gain growth through an infusion of  added financial
and stable investments. This educational endeavor is being offered to the Elders to
promote Culture, Language and Education using Traditional values. This is what “Life-long
Learning” consists of.  After reviewing the investments, the opportunities for those
revenues generated will provide funding towards these projections for many years to
come. 
 
Lastly, the SETF Board has promoted and added to new scholarships from donations
through personal commitments by the current Leadership. As the government continues
to focus on Reconciliation, we offer our own traditional aspects of Treaty-based
knowledge. With  this guided direction, we will continue to strive for Excellence in
Education and the Protection of our Treaty Rights  as members of the Samson Cree
Nation. 
 
Yours in Education,  
 
 
 
KEVIN L BUFFALO, B.ED 
CHAIR, SAMSON EDUCATION TRUST FUND 
 

Chairmans Message
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Tansi! Welcome to the 2017 Samson Education

Trust Fund Annual Report. It is my pleasure to

report on the success of the programs and the

success of the student’s progresses in their

educational endeavors.  

 

SETF has seen a large increase in monthly

incentives. The increase of incentives is due to

advertisement and school engagement sessions

in partnership within Nipishkopahk Education  

Coordinator's Message

Authority and Samson Cree Nation Human Resource Development. 

 

Student Benefits has increased slightly as there is more awareness

within the community of assisting students on their educational

trips to various areas of the World. A number of students visited

France as it was a memorable year for the ending the World War

that ended in November 1918.  In 2017 SETF sponsored 152

students.  

 

I am pleased to report that SETF had a record number of

Undergraduate degree completions in the 2017-2018 academic

year. Congratulations to those 14 + Nation members. We wish to

continue seeing this trend of graduates completing their

undergraduate studies. In addition, we have three graduate level

students who completed their master’s level. 

 

2017 was a year of celebration for our students of Samson Cree

Nation as we seen four female members complete their

Doctorates.  SETF will continue in assisting the students who make

Samson Cree an educated Nation.  

Hai Hai,  

 

Yours in Education, 

 

 

Louise Omeasoo, B.A 

SETF CoordinatorP A G E  8



BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Roles

Samson Education Trust Fund board of trustees is
responsible to oversee the management and
administration of the Samson Education Trust Fund for
the benefit of the members of the Samson Cree Nation
in accordance with the mission and objectives. The
board of Trustees is responsible for informing the
growth of the programs offered to Samson Cree Nation
members by distributing an annual report.

Katherine Swampy Vincent Saddleback Kevin Buffalo Marvin Yellowbird
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SETF SERVICES

ABOUT SAMSON EDUCATION
TRUST FUND
The mission of the Samson Education Trust

Fund (SETF) is to promote and encourage

Samson Cree Nation members with their

educational endeavors. SETF seeks to

officially recognize Samson members who

have successfully completed their education

and have obtained a profession or

occupation that will benefit themselves and

the Samson Cree Nation. 

INCENTIVES
STUDENT BENEFITS
TUTORING
GRADE 9, G.E.D, GRADE 12, TRADES,  EDUCATION
CERTIFICATES TO DOCTORATE PROGRAMS 
GRADE 12 GRADUATION ASSISTANCE 
COMMUNITY AND STUDENT ENGAGEMENTS
BACK TO SCHOOL BBQ
STUDENT APPRECIATION LUNCHEONS 
HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION SESSIONS 
SAMSON CREE NATION POWWOW

SETF Initiatives & Programs

SETF offers a variety of sponsorship to
support students their families and the
community. These initiatives are: 
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Each year Samson Education Trust Fund
hosts a golf tournament to fundraise for

the SETF awards gala in addition to
laptops/Ipads for Samson Cree Nation

graduates. SETF would like to thank the
golf fundraiser steering committee:

Charmaine Crane, Allyson Dennehy &
Laurie Johnson. The winners of the 2017

golf tournament were Laurie Buffalo,
Kacey Currie Yellowbird, and ____. Thank

you to all participants and Thank you to
Wolfe Creek Golf Course. 

SETF Events
Each year Samson Education Trust Fund
hosts a golf tournament to fundraise for

the SETF awards gala in addition to
laptops/Ipads for Samson Cree Nation

graduates.  
 

Also, students receive spending funds
through the students benefits program.
Visit scnea.com/SamsonEducation for

more information
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2017
Annual
Awards
Night 

Each year, Samson Education Trust Fund seeks to officially recognize Samson members
who have successfully completed their education and have obtained a profession or
occupation that will benefit themselves and the Samson Cree Nation. SETF Board of

Trustees congratulates all students on their educational endeavors.  

2017 Theme: Empowering our People through 
Education Culture and CommunityP A G E  1 2



Awards Night 
UNDERGRADUATES: 
 
BAPTISTE, CANDACE 
 
BAPTISTE, DANIELLE 
 
BUFFALO, ALLISON 
 
BUFFALO, JENNY 
 
GREEN, CLAYTON LORNE 
 
JOHNSON, ERICA 
 
LIGHTNING-MONTOUR, BROOKE 
 
NEPOOSE, LEANNE 
 
RICH-NEPOOSE, BRITTANY 
 
SADDLEBACK, SHARON 
 
SWAMPY, MICHAEL 
 
SWAMPY, STACEY 
 
SWAMPY, TAUSHIA 
 
SWAMPY, TIRZAH 
 
 
2ND UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE: 
 
SWAMPY, TREVOR 
 

MASTERS: 
 
BUFFALO, NORINE 
 
CUTKNIFE, CRAIG 
 
FOUREYES, HEATHER 
 
 
DOCTORATES: 
 
CRIER, LILLIAN 
 
JOHNSON, PAULINA 
 
NORTHWEST, TINA 
 
SADDLEBACK, YVONNE 
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Awards Night 
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Lori Buffalo
Samson Education Trust Fund is pleased to share on the student success of Lori

Buffalo whom is a recent high school graduate. Lori is employed at the Howard

Buffalo Memorial Centre. Lori’s volunteer experience with youth in Maskwacis is

exemplary specifically with hockey, the cadet corps and fastball.  

 

Lori volunteers in the Wisdom and Guidance committee with the Wolfcreek School

division with the goal of assisting other First Nations to achieve success in

academics, arts, music, sports and bridging these youth with Maskwacis Elders. 

 

Lori’s biggest challenge that she has overcome is:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lori’s aspires to complete a degree in Kinesiology and Sports Injury Management

or a Bachelor of Education because of her passion of working with youth in the

Maskwacis Community.  

 

Samson Education Trust Fund is proud to feature Lori, as she is a true shining

example that learning is life-long and that students can acheive their educational

goals at any age and inspire others along the way.  

 

Lori’s advice to youth is: 

 

 

 

 

"The biggest challenge I had were the ones I created in my mind. The main reason I 

dropped out of school and even giving up on education was that I was terrible at Math. I 

could never figure out numbers, formulas, graphs….it was always its own language and I 

couldn't grasp it. It was always out of reach. I let numbers convince me I was dumb. So I 

walked away from my education for 12 years. This definitely wasn't an easy journey. I 

wanted to quit 100 times and 100 times I had to push myself. It was 100% worth it.”

“You need to pace yourself. Plan accordingly to your studies. Three years just to get my 

diploma seemed like a daunting task and I wasn’t sure if I would ever finish but here I am, 

graduating!  Being successful is that it's not for just a special, select few that are chosen. 

Being successful is within every single one of us.  Not everyone will see the vision you have for 

yourself, not everyone will join you, it's important to know that. It's important that you surround 

yourself with people that have the same goals in mind, who get up at 6am to start their day, 

who study hard and create their own paths. surround yourself with people who are hungry for 

success, who are unstoppable and unreasonable when it comes to getting what they want 

and who really believe that no matter what, they’re going to make it. The people that are 

living their dreams are the people who know that if it's going to happen it's up to them. You 

really do have to find your value and invest in you. Invest in your mind”  
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Leslie Saddleback

Samson Education Trust Fund is pleased to share on the
student success of Leslie Saddleback. Leslie is currently
enrolled in the Aboriginal Teacher Education Program at
Maskwacis Cultural College and will obtain her Bachelor of
Education from the University of Alberta.  
 
Leslie is currently working as a Health Care Aide while
completing her studies. Leslie is proud to report on the
planning and facilitating of a Family Cree Immersion camp
on the Pigeon Lake reserve that focuses on traditional
ecological knowledge. Her previous studies of community
linguistics from the University of Alberta has enhanced her
learning in Cree language revitalization.  
 
Ms. Saddleback has overcome many obstacles to obtain her
education.  
 
“People in society would consider me a ‘have not’, especially
considering not only historical trauma done to our peoples
but because of the separation distance from my home
reserve relative to Maskwacis.  I have proven time-and-time
again that society cannot dictate to me who I should be or
what I should be doing.  I’ve been through the worst of
times and the best of times within my educational journey.
 I’m living proof that you can be anything you set your
heart on being”.  
 
Despite her struggles Leslie has received the Bank of
Montreal Youth Internship scholarship, Diane Brickner
Business scholarship and three Indspire bursaries. Leslie
was also the first Miss Indian Canada and has travelled
across Canada at many pow wows.  
 
Leslie’s future goals include obtaining her Master’s of
Education and working for the Maskwacis Education
School’s Commission. Samson Education Trust Fund wishes
Leslie success in her educational endeavors and her success
inspired many in the Samson Cree Nation.  
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Supporters
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